
Compass Requirements – Part C Section 7 Subsection 7C 

National Standard for Commercial Vessels requires all vessels in survey to have a magnetic compass.  

 

Selecting and Installing the Magnetic Compass 

The size of compass required depends on the length of the vessel. 

 

The compass installation is to be practical and away from magnetic disturbances. 

 



 

 

ACAA Note –  

Your local compass adjuster can give valuable advice on the selection and installation of the 
magnetic compass suitable for your vessel.  

  



 

Programmed Inspection and Maintenance of the Magnetic Compass 

The National Standard for Commercial Vessels, Part E, requires a system of regular programmed 

inspection and maintenance of the magnetic compass. Meeting these requirements is outlined in 

Part C Section 7 Subsection 7C: 

 

 

ACAA Note – 

To comply with A4.1, it is recommended that vessels maintain a record of compass deviations. An 

example of a record book is shown below. 

 

Regular entries should be made for headings 0° - 360°.  

Alternatively, a qualified compass adjuster can be engaged to adjust the compass and issue a 

deviation card  which satisfies the requirements of A4.1 and A4.2  

 

 



  

ISO 25862:2009, Annex G requires that magnetic compasses should be adjusted when: 

a) They are first installed; 

b) They become unreliable; 

c) Repairs or structural alterations have been made to the ship that could affect its permanent 

and/or induced magnetism; 

d) Electrical or magnetic equipment close to the compass is added, removed or altered; 

e) The recorded deviations are excessive or when the compass shows physical defects; or 

f) At any other time deemed necessary by the master for the safety of navigation. 

 

Summary 

A properly functioning magnetic compass provides a resiliant heading reference independent of 

power supply. In operating a vessel, knowledge of heading is integral to situational awaresss and 

safe navigation. A properly functioning magnetic compass is also required by the NSCV Code. 


